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Mid Suffolk District Council Plan
MSDC’s priorities were agreed following extensive consultation to capture residents’ views. The core of the plan is putting environmental and social responsibilities at the heart of everything we do. Our priorities encompass four key areas: housing and infrastructure, district resilience, community wellbeing; and environmental sustainability. 

Mid Suffolk District Council Budget 2024/25
The draft budget includes a 2% council tax increase. This is to ensure financial stability for running day-to-day services taking into consideration reductions in government grants. Some of our investment priorities include bringing disused land into amenity or other uses, delivering biodiversity net gain, regenerating Stowmarket’s town centre and new foot/cycle paths to improve connectivity. In the housing budget it is proposed that rents increase by 7.7% to fund improvements to the Council’s housing stock. Many tenants receive housing benefit or universal credit and due to recent increases in the rent portion of this, the major of tenants will not see an increase in rent.

Gateway 14 Skills and Innovation Centre
The proposed Green Skills and Innovation Centre business plan was approved by MSDC subject to funding from Freeport East. Working in partnership with the Universities of Essex and Suffolk, the centre will include office space and areas for training, and research and development. 

Electric Bike Hire Scheme
MSDC are collaborating with a Suffolk-based enterprise Eezybike to provide a subsidised electric bike hire scheme. The bikes, based at Needham Lakes café, provides residents and visitors an opportunity to try an e-bike without making any financial commitment and consider it as a sustainable transport option. 

Community Grant awarded to Battisford Village Hall
Battisford Village Hall have been awarded over £13,000 to improve the energy efficiency of the building by installing new insulation to the wall and roof, and replacement of windows and doors. 

Home Insulation
Eligible households can still apply for energy efficiency measures in their homes. More information can be found in the link:  https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/w/mid-suffolk-cosy-homes 

Locality Award 
This year’s locality awards are still open for applications.  Any group or organisation can apply for amounts of £250 or more. Please contact me for an application form. 
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